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tenants, was lying in wait for them. After a good
deal of trouble, he agreed to release them upon con-
dition that they would give him a thousand rupees for
their ransom, five hundred down, and five hundred when
they reached Cawnpore; agreeing, on his part, to give
them a sufficient number of matchlock-men to conduct
them in safety to that place.

" The terms were agreed to, and the first instalment
was paid. The zemindar then sent five of his men on
board, and having received from him the assurance
that he would give them more at the next village, the
party once more set sail. The latter part of the en-
gagement was never fulfilled, and of the five men who
had been sent in the boat to help them, four of them
jumped overboard, and swam ashore. The party did
not stop again until they reached an island five miles
below Bithoor, and as many above Cawnpore. They
were much afraid of being attacked at Bithoor, but
the Nana and his troops were investing the intrench-
ments of Sir Hugh Wheeler at Cawnpore, and hence
they met with no opposition at that place. When they
reached the island just mentioned, they wrote to Sir
Hugh, asking him to send them assistance to enable
them to get into the intrenchments, but the messenger
to whom the letter was intrusted never returned. The
effort was renewed many times after this, but with a
similar result. They were three days on this island,
during which time the roar of artillery, in the direction
of Cawnpore, was almost incessant. They would have
dropped down the river to Allahabad, but the bridge